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Yu-Rhee, a young Korean girl, wants to know how to tell time using a clock.Her mother tells her a
tale from her childhood based on the traditional Korean practice of timekeeping, where the 12
animals of the zodiac are assigned to 2-hour sections of the 24-hour clock. Told from the point of
view of a mountain, the story follows a child as they climb the mountainside in search of a plant
to heal their ailing mother. The climb is steep, the path wild and the way difficult. The mountain
watches the child struggle and calls on the animals that live on the mountainside to help the
child, but as sunlight turns to moonlight, each animal claims to be too busy. Ultimately, Once
Upon an Hour is a story about determination and teamwork that shows young readers the
importance of helping others.
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Kara Kukovich, “Amazing illustrations. Wonderful illustrations and a great story that whimsically
explains the Korean Zodiac.”

SundayAtDusk, “Telling Time With Animals . . . .. **********I am assuming those who read reviews
of children's books are adults who don't mind spoilers. If you are not such an adult, or are a
child, be forewarned this review has SPOILERS.**********This is a Korean story that most
American children will find to be different and hopefully intriguing. It's a story being told to a little
girl who doesn't know how to tell time, such as bedtime. Her mother then tells her a story that her
great-grandmother told her as a child. It was about how a young girl named Yu-Rhee climbed up
to a mountain to find doraji, a plant that would hopefully help her sick mother. The mountain is
kindhearted and asks the animals to help the child.None of the animals would help, though, they
all had better things to do. Not the morning animals, not the afternoon animals, not the night
animals. When the child falls downs the mountain and starts to sing a sad song, the mountain's
tears turn to snow. This apparently makes all the animals take action to help the little girl. The
mountain repays the animals by giving them the gift of time, "divided into the hours in which they
had each helped the child in need".The story then goes back to modern times, where Yu-Rhee
draws a clock with all the animals on it in their own sections. Her mother announces it is the
"hour of the dog", and Yu-Rhee knows that means it's bedtime. While the story may be confusing
to some children, I think many will find it interesting, and may even want to draw their own animal
clocks. It may be easier for some young children to identify an animal, instead of a number, with
a time of day or night when they are supposed to do something. The pictures are lovely and
colorful, too.(Note: I received a free e-copy of this book from NetGalley and the author or
publisher.)”

Soumya Gudiyella, “A wonderful book to teach kids the concept of time. Yu-Rhee, a young
Korean girl wants to know how to tell time using a clock. Her mother tells the story of the Korean
practice of timekeeping, where 12 animals of the zodiac are assigned to 2-hour sections of the
24-hour clock.  The story goes like this. A girl climbs a mountain in search of a plant to heal her
ailing mother. The mountain takes pity on the girl and asks the animals on the mountain to help
the little girl. The animals are all busy and refuse to help the girl first. After that, they take pity on
her and help in her mission.  I loved reading about the 12 animals, rabbits, mouse, tiger, and
others. I also liked the unique and colorful illustrations. At the end of the story, Yu-Rhee goes to
sleep in the hour of the dog. This a good book to teach kids the concept of time and hours. I was
provided an ARC of this book in exchange for an honest review.”

Caroline Song, “A beautiful children's book that even adults can appreciate. The illustrations in
this book are stunning - they are actual dioramas that were photographed to bring the pictures
more to life. I bought the book after I watched the launch that was posted on Youtube. Although



the story can be used to help children understand the concept of time, the real meaning is about
the importance of compassion and teamwork - a lesson every child needs to understand. This
children's book beautifully illustrates and reinforces that message by showing how each zodiac
animal begins to realize the importance of helping Yu-Rhee find her way back home - a feat that
can only be done if they all work together.”

Ontario Client, “Lovely Book!. Very imaginative author whose story is rich in culture. Loved the
pictures, very original and fine attention to detail, have not seen artwork like this before. Put the
two together and you have a wonderful children's book!”

The book by Tiffany Haddish has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 5 people have provided feedback.
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